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CHAPTEE II

VOYAGE TO ENGLAND.

THE occasion of my second visit to England was an
invitation from some Mechanics' Institutes in Lanca-
shire and Yorkshire, which separately are organised
much in the same way as our New England Lyceums,
but, in 1847, had been linked into a "Union," which
embraced twenty or thirty towns and cities," and
presently extended into the middle counties, and
northward into Scotland. I was invited, on liberal
terms, to read a series of lectures in them all The
request was urged with every kind suggestion, and
every assurance of aid and comfort, by friendliest
parties in Manchester, who, in the sequel, amply
redeemed their word. The remuneration was equi-
valent to the fees at that time paid in this country
for the like services. At all events, it was sufficient
to cover any travelling expenses, and the proposal
offered an excellent opportunity of seeing the interior
of England and Scotland, by means of a home, and a
committee of intelligent friends, awaiting me in every
town.

I did not go very willingly.     I am not a good